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Real People. Real Stories.

Speech Topics





General Jack Keane
Retired Four-Star General and Former Vice Chief of Staff of the US Army
Our National Security: A Seasoned Outlook
Among the most influential figures in national security, General Jack Keane draws from his decorated military career and executive leadership experience to offer a prospective and revealing examination of the opportunities and threats confronting the United States. A close advisor to the Trump Administration and frequent FOX News contributor, General Keane remains a go-to expert for identifying and managing evolving risks—from rapidly advancing technologies to globalization, demographic shifts and new political leadership. Now this four-star general enlightens audiences with insights gained from his years of successful U.S. Army leadership to offer indispensable perspective on the state of the world, what’s on the horizon, and what we can do to proactively protect America and secure it for future generations.
Leading Your Organization to Excellence
Understanding authority and leadership - there is a difference. Military leaders possess legal authority to issue orders that subordinates are obligated to carry out. However, command authority, in and of itself, does not motivate soldiers to execute those orders to the best of their abilities. Military commanders, like their civilian counterparts, must exercise leadership if their organization is to achieve excellence.

General Keane spent 37 years leading soldiers and large organizations, and will bring alive his experience in an institution where the character of your leadership defines the value of your contribution, where leadership is a premium and the lack of it is so very obvious, and where leadership is taught, practiced, and studied as a core value.

Global Terrorists and Their War Against America
The first step to defeating global terrorism is recognizing terrorism for what it is and always has been - an act of war against a nation-state.

General Keane was in the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, and witnessed America's first battle in the Global War on Terrorism. In the weeks following the attack, he attended 60 funerals, and deployed U.S. Army forces to take the fight to our terrorist enemies. Along the way, he came to understand why they hate Americans, and what Americans must do to defeat them.

Living a Life Among Heroes - What I Have Learned from Ordinary Soldiers Who Do Extraordinary Things
General Keane spent 37 years leading, training, and fighting alongside American soldiers. In each of those years, he witnessed soldiers demonstrate something that he has been in awe of all his life - the willingness to risk everything they care about in life. Everything - the opportunity to live a full life, the opportunity to be a parent, the opportunity to have friends, and the opportunity to love and to be loved. Why are soldiers willing to risk all of this? They do it for one another and they do it for the simple sake of duty. This is true honor - you cannot buy this type of devotion, and we can never, ever take it for granted. General Keane will explain where this commitment comes from, and how the Army fosters and honors this type of devotion.

Transformation Management and Mismanagement of Change in a Large, Complex Organization
General Keane served as the Army's vice chief of staff during a period of unprecedented change, and implemented the plans that would begin to transform how the Army is organized, how it fights, and how it trains. He will discuss the problems, challenges, successes, and failures associated with transforming one of the world's largest organizations.
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