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Pulitzer Prize-Winning Journalist and Author 
In two decades as a journalist, David L. Marcus has shown a knack for landing in the right place at the right time. Or, as his parents say, the wrong time. 

Consider: He moved to Mexico City in the 1980s, as street crime wracked the capital. He got mugged and pistol-whipped inside a VW bug taxi. He was cowering in a van in the Yucatan peninsula when Hurricane Gilbert roared through (the van has been missing for years – profound apologies to Hertz). In 1990, he opened the first American newspaper bureau in Colombia, just in time to see the horrors of car bombings and kidnappings as the Medellin cocaine cartel unleashed its fury. He reported from Israel in 1991 during the Gulf War as Scud missiles slammed into nearby buildings. He hop-scotched across Central Asia in the waning days of the Soviet Union, ending up amid a civil war in Tbilisi, Georgia... 

Back to the beginning: Marcus wrote his first freelance story at age 17. It was a New York Times essay about applying to college headlined "Yale Loves Me; Yale Loves Me Not" (Yale didn't love him, which is why they'll never see a dime of his Social Security bonanza). Marcus started his career at the Miami Herald, where he covered education, with a sub-specialty in civil rights protests on nude beaches. For a while, he wrote a very humorous column aimed at readers in Century Village who appreciated deft allusions to Herbert Hoover. 

Ending his Herald career, he wrote a daring first-person feature about spending a weekend at a nudist resort (oddly enough, this is all true). Then he headed to the Dallas Morning News, where he took over the one-man, one-jeep El Paso bureau, happily roving the US-Mexico border. Later, he spent eight years as a foreign correspondent, based in Mexico City, Bogota, and Rio de Janeiro, covering conflicts in Haiti, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Angola. 

Amid the coups and quakes he covered, he scored a few coups of his own. While covering the US military invasion of Panama in 1991, he got the exclusive inside story of General Manuel Antonio Noriega's last days of hiding. Marcus' article ran on the front pages of the Sunday New York Daily News, Chicago Tribune, Detroit Free Press, Orlando Sentinel, and other papers. In 1994, Marcus broke the news that Colombia's president-elect had allegedly taken more than $6 million from cocaine traffickers. That scoop led to hearings in the US Congress. And a 9-milimeter bullet through the window of the Marcus home-office Bogota , but that's a story for another time (yes, it's true). 

Marcus shared the 1994 Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting for a series about violence against women around the world. Earlier, he was a member of a team of finalists for the 1990 Pulitzer in Explanatory Journalism, for "Hidden Wars," a look at conflicts in Africa, Latin America and Asia. 

Returning to the US, Marcus served as diplomatic correspondent of the Boston Globe. There he reported on human rights abuses of the Taliban, unrest in the Mideast, global arms trafficking and other trivial matters that lost urgency while the allegedly distinguished Washington D.C. press corps brought investigative reporting to post-Watergate peaks in surveying Monica Lewinsky's dresses. He is pleased to see that journalists inside the Beltway continue to emphasize probing reporting, with their constant scrutiny of the crisis of cities in America, the decline of public schools, the alarming cost of health insurance, the loss of good-paying jobs and the hazards of suburban sprawl (this is not true, but why should anyone criticize them for following the pack on easy and obvious stories?) 

In 1999, Marcus joined US News & World Report to return to his original beat, education. Then, with his family in tow, he boldly walked away from his paycheck and benefits and moved to a bucolic region of New England that has no jobs. He had an idea for a little book that involved following a group of so-called "troubled teenagers" as they went through a therapeutic program. Displaying an uncanny ability to spend money without actually earning it, Marcus stretched his simple project into a five-year undertaking. 

Houghton Mifflin published the book, What It Takes to Pull Me Through: Why Teenagers Get in Trouble – And How Four of Them Got Out. Parents, teachers and guidance counselors are talking about it. His newest book is Acceptance: A  Legendary Guidance Counselor Helps Seven Kids Find the Right Colleges - and Find Themselves.  In addition, he blogs about education for the New York Times.
And so, the bonafides: Thanks to a computer glitch, Marcus graduated with honors from Brown University, where he has pledged to donate hundreds of millions of dollars he made while writing essays for womens’ magazines. He was a 1995-96 Nieman Fellow at Harvard University. He also studied at the University of the Andes in Bogota, which he heartily recommends to anyone with bodyguards and a chase car. He has spoken to college audiences about a variety of subjects. At the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth, he gave an inspiring presentation called "Follow Your Heart – Leave Corporate America and Write that Nonfiction Book. Or How to Risk Everything, Sell Your House and Drain Your Family's Savings." He also lectured at Columbia University's Graduate School of Journalism, where he tearfully acknowledged wild applause (after announcing that Professor Laura Muha's class could leave twenty minutes early). 

Marcus took a dramatic career turn in 2003-2004, when he accepted a job as a high school English teacher. As the Wilson Fellow at Deerfield Academy in Massachusetts, he found himself deconstructing The Scarlet Letter (which had confounded him at Woodlands High School in the days when intellectual stimulation meant watching Welcome Back, Kotter). Marcus showed his stuff on the playing fields, too: In an historic first for the school, he failed to score a single goal or even an assist during late-night faculty ice hockey games. Most recently, he was the visiting scholar at Ithaca College's Park School of Communications. 

Certain that newspapers would boom in the age of the internet, Marcus recently joined Newsday. In his spare time, he spends an unhealthy amount of time reminiscing about his adventures as a foreign correspondent. 
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