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Tom Martinez 
Former Hate Group Member 
“Speaker Describes Allure of Racism”
Eastern Kentucky Univ. Herald-Leader, November 3, 2006, Jillian Ogawa 
RICHMOND - He was raised as a conservative Christian and dreamed of owning a bakery, but ended up joining white-supremacist groups as a way to get out of poverty.

"I was a bad guy, I'm not going to kid you," Tom Martinez said yesterday at Eastern Kentucky University's Chautauqua lecture series. He's been away from hate groups for 22 years.

Martinez recalled his violent past as a knight of the Ku Klux Klan and a terrorist group called The Order. But he turned his life around and became an FBI informant.

His autobiography, Brotherhood of Murder, was turned into a Showtime movie.

Martinez grew up in a poor Philadelphia neighborhood during the 1960s. He said his years in middle school were "pure race riots." The racial tension did not ease in high school, and Martinez dropped out of school and worked at a bakery. He later joined the Army and then returned to Philadelphia.

When his girlfriend became pregnant, he needed to provide for the family. But he couldn't get a good job because he was a high school dropout.

He recalled watching TV and seeing KKK leader David Duke "saying he was for the white working-class people, ... he's for white power, he's against affirmative action, he's against quota systems, he's against forced busing."

When Duke called him personally, Martinez said, he felt that "for the first time in my life, someone cared about me."

"When people don't have jobs, when people don't have food to put on their table, people don't have hope," he said. "Believe me, it's very easy to start listening to a rabbi, a priest, a minister, or a TV kook ... that's preaching to you. And that's exactly what this man was, preaching to me, a lost soul."

Martinez later joined The Order, a white-supremacist terrorist group, that was responsible for bank robberies, armored-car robberies and three assassinations across the nation.

Another turning point came in 1984, when secret agents surrounded his house in front of his children. Later that year, he became an FBI informant.

Racist propaganda still exists today, enticing young people through racist-themed comic books, lyrics in popular music, and video games. Martinez played clips of neo-Nazi music.

The examples shocked Jenny McGowan and Jessica Tobey, both freshman at EKU. Both said they had no idea that that was going on.

Tobey said the experience showed her that reaching out "for a kid who is suffering can prevent another KKK member, gangster, or a prostitute."
Former white supremacist to speak

The next lecture in Eastern Kentucky University's Chautauqua Lecture Series, "Compassion," will feature a former member of white supremacist groups. Tom Martinez will present "Inside the Brotherhood of Hate" at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in O'Donnell Hall, the Student Services Building auditorium.

Martinez, who grew up poor in the deeply segregated Philadelphia of the 1960s, was drawn to hate groups and the idea of white supremacy because of a sense of disenfranchisement that affected many of his contemporaries during the decade. Born into a conservative family, he had never been exposed to bigotry in the home; he learned it on the streets of his predominantly white neighborhood.

By the time he was 21, Martinez had joined the Ku Klux Klan and later was an official knight of the organization.

His autobiography, Brotherhood of Murder -- hailed as an inside look into the subculture of hate -- was turned into a Showtime Original Picture starring William Baldwin, Peter Gallagher and Kelly Lynch.
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