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Tom Martinez 
Former Hate Group Member 
“Former White Supremacist Denounces Racism, Preaches Tolerance”
William Penn Charter School, April 2007
As a poor, angry young man struggling to support his new family in a racially divided Philadelphia neighborhood during the Civil Rights Movement, Tom Martinez was ripe for recruitment by The Order, a white supremacist group. Today, Martinez, a former FBI informant, travels the country talking to young people to illustrate the ugliness of racism.
Martinez spoke to Upper School students at Penn Charter on May 18, as part of the school's Distinguished Speaker series, "Making Ethical Decisions in a Pressured World." "It never gets easy to stand in front of people like yourselves and tell my story," he said. 
Martinez grew up in Kensington during the forced busing of the 1960s and after many factories had closed, leaving once well paid union workers unemployed. He dropped out of school when he was 16, after being threatened by members of a black gang. 
When he returned to Kensington after a stint in the Army, the white supremacist movement tapped into his resentment and anger, Martinez said, and provided him with a sense of belonging. Eventually Bob Mathews, leader of The Order, recruited him for a counterfeit money operation.
"I make no excuses today for the person I was for eight years," Martinez said. As an associate of Bob Mathews, he was aware of The Order's assassination of Jewish talk-show host Allan Berg, as well as bombings of synagogues, and bank and armored car heists. 
Getting arrested in front of his daughter for counterfeiting served as a wake-up call for Martinez. In an interview with The Mirror, Martinez said that after his arrest he began to hear of "horrible" activities his peers were involved in and decided he did not want to be part of an organization based on hate. He eventually approached the Secret Service about the domestic terrorist operations of The Order. He went undercover for the FBI and later testified against his one-time friends.
He said he declined to enter the witness protection program with his family because he decided instead to fight white supremacy and its potential appeal to young people.
Throughout the day, Martinez joined students during classroom discussions, underscoring the consequences of intolerance. He brought samples of neo-Nazi rock and roll magazines, CDs, comic books and video games to illustrate how white supremacists use popular culture to recruit new members.
"There's thousands and thousands of Tom Martinezes out there who are gonna get sucked in like I was," he told students. "They open their arms like they care about you." 
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