[image: image3.jpg]




[image: image1.png]keppler

Real People. Real Stories.

Biography



Mayor C. Ray Nagin
Former Mayor of New Orleans, Businessman and 
Disaster Recovery Expert
Mayor C. Ray Nagin’s progressive policies resolved to erase the image of New Orleans as a place where graft is part of the Old World charm. He launched several high profile investigations that resulted in a paradigm shift that unleashed unprecedented economic development in his first term. Mayor Nagin built his administration using progressive, business-oriented individuals who are making a difference for New Orleans. They immediately eliminated back-to-back budget deficits, launched a new city website that currently ranks as the nation’s best, streamlined bureaucratic processes, making City government a viable and accessible force in local life.

With economic development and equity at the crux of his policies, Mayor Nagin set out to jumpstart the local economy, attract new businesses, retain jobs, and stamp out poverty in New Orleans. Mayor Nagin’s team committed to building capacity for local companies and attracting joint venture partners from outside the City. Creative tax incentive packages, one-on-one business support teams, streamlined permitting, and employee training assistance led to billions of dollars of construction-related activity and job growth for the first time in many years. He also re-launched and overhauled the Disadvantage Business Enterprise program to give local companies equal footing and significant opportunities for growth. “The world is seeing us with different eyes these days,” says Mayor Nagin. “We are no longer considered just a great place to party. People are starting to realize New Orleans is a great place to do business.”

Under Mayor Nagin’s leadership, Hollywood South was created and New Orleans became the second city behind Hollywood for film production, bringing in nearly a half billion dollars in the last few years. During Mayor Nagin’s first term, New Orleans enjoyed billions in construction activity, a red hot real estate market, and boom in large scale real estate commitments, such as the highly anticipated Trump Tower, a 68-story, five-star condo/hotel.

Mayor Nagin also developed a multimillion dollar housing plan to help City employees, single mothers, and low and moderate income citizens become homeowners. The city pioneered with HUD to create an innovative program where first time homebuyers could utilize Section 8 certificates that qualified as mortgage payments. These tactics were so successful that 37,000 people were removed from the poverty rolls during the first three years of Mayor Nagin’s first time in office. 

In August 2005, Mayor Nagin ordered the first ever mandatory evacuation of the City, hours before Hurricane Katrina, a powerful category five storm, directly hit New Orleans. He led and managed the largest mass evacuation, and largest natural disaster recovery, in the nation’s history. In the aftermath of Katrina, and again after Hurricane Rita, Mayor Nagin answered the call of duty to save the future of New Orleans by successfully lobbying Congress and President George W. Bush, security $6 billion in federal dollars to rebuild and improve the City’s levee protection system. Mayor Nagin also worked to secure $10.4 billion in Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) dedicated to the region for housing and infrastructure development. He was also instrumental in securing $8.8 billion in tax incentives, credits, and relief through GO Zone legislation.

Within 30 days of the disaster, Mayor Nagin developed the Bring New Orleans Back Commission to develop a master plan for rebuilding and repopulating New Orleans. Each committee within the commission was tasked with formulating and designing ways to improve infrastructure and economic developing, urban and city planning, education, healthcare, government effectiveness, culture, and tourism. After months of widespread community input and deliberations, the commission issued a final report that has provided a blueprint for bringing the great city back. That report is today being supplemented by individual neighborhood planning through the joint effort of the Commission, Louisiana Recovery Authority, and the New Orleans City Council. The City is well on its way to full recovery and has beaten all the experts repopulation projections by more than 100,000 residents.
Nagin’s new book about Hurricane Katrina’s impact on New Orleans, Katrina's Secrets: Storms after the Storm, was published in June 2011. 

The political environment in post-Katrina New Orleans had citizens dispersed to 44 different states. In 2006, Mayor Nagin ran a successful local race that had a statewide and national scope that defied the odds by garnering diverse citizen support from Republican and Democratic voters to win reelection to a second term to lead one of America’s greatest cities.

Prior to holding public office, Mayor Nagin transformed Cox Communications’ local operations from one of its poorest performing markets to one of its most profitable assets. He holds a BS in accounting from Tuskegee University and a MBA from Tulane University. He is married to Seletha Smith Nagin. They have three children, Jeremy, Jarin, and Tianna, and live near Bayou St. John in New Orleans. 
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