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Real People. Real Stories.

Biography




Heather Rae 
Acclaimed Native-American Filmmaker
Heather Rae has worked as a producer and executive for 20 years. In September of 2009 she was named one of Variety’s “Ten Producers to Watch.” She produced Frozen River, which stars Melissa Leo, Misty Upham and Marc Boone Jr. Frozen River premiered at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival, won the Grand Jury Prize and was acquired by Sony Pictures Classics. Frozen River was nominated for two Academy Awards for Best Actress and Best Screenplay, won the Gotham Award for Best Picture and Best Actress and was nominated for seven Spirit Awards resulting in a Best Actress win for Melissa Leo and the Producer of the Year for Rae. 

Additionally she produced Ibid, starring Christian Campbell which premiered at the 2008 South By Southwest film festival and internationally at the Munich Film Festival where it was nominated for the prestigious CineVision Award. Ibid was acquired and released by IndiePix. Rae produced The Dry Land starring America Ferrera, Wilmer Valderrama, Jason Ritter, and Melissa Leo, which was financed and will be released next year by the newly formed Maya Entertainment. Sergio Aguero (y tu mama tambien, Quarantine) is exec producing alongside Ferrera. Rae is set to produce Ass Backwards, written by June Raphael and Casey Wilson (Bride Wars) who will also star alongside Kate Hudson, Anna Hathaway, Anna Faris, Kristen Wig, Andy Samberg, Steven Colbert, Amy Sedaris, and more. 


Her film First Circle, which follows several foster children in Idaho and Oregon through social services and temporary custody, debuted on Showtime in August 2011.

Previously, Rae produced and directed Trudell which premiered at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival and played Tribeca, SilverDocs, Full Frame, Seattle, and over 100 other festivals. Trudell was released theatrically by Balcony Releasing and played over 60 markets before airing on PBS’ Independent Lens and the Sundance Channel. Trudell won numerous awards including a Special Jury Prize from the Seattle Film festival and Best Documentary from the American Indian Film Festival. Rae is producing and directing First Circle, a documentary about the foster care system; the project received the Sundance Documentary Grant and was selected for Tribeca All Acess, both in 2008. Rae received the ReNew Media Rockefeller Award for the project as well. Rae produced Out of the Blue: A Film about Life and Football for ESPN and Hart Sharp about the Boise State University Football team and their 2006 undefeated season leading up to the Fiesta Bowl victory.

For six years Rae ran the Native Program at the Sundance Institute and was a programmer for the Sundance Film Festival. After leaving Sundance in 2001 she went on to work for Winter Films as senior vice president of production. For the past eight years she has worked independently as a director and producer. Rae has worked as an advisor or consultant to the Sundance Institute, ITVS, the Rockefeller Foundation, National Geographic, PBS, Film Independent, Independent Feature Project, and other media companies and organizations.
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